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When did you first become acqueinted with RIBEENTROP? 


In 1935, for the first time. 


What was the occasion for theso numorour meetings with RIBBENTROP in 
1936? 


In 1926 we concluded the Anti~Comintern Pact, which was finalJy signed 
by Ambassador MUSHAXOJI, but I had a good many talks on matters pre~ 
coding the final settlement. 


Had you over discussod with Mr. HACK the subject matter of this pro~ 
posed ellinnce against Russia with Germany? 


Yos, I hed discussed with him, an¢ in thie regard, if you desire, I 
shall tell you of the overnts leading up to this pact in Goteil.. .- 
I chall toll you 211 I ‘mow about this pret, includirg socret mattors 
pertaining to it. To start with it was in the spring of 1935, in Moy 
or Junc, I beliovc, thet HACK camo to n> and arid the following was 
RIBERENTROP's own i¢oa and hed nothing to do with tho policy of the 
German govornmont, but woul2 there not be a poosibility of vome sort 
of defensive alliance ageinct Russia dbetweon Germeny and Japan. Tn 
this regard they mew that the Japenoes army had penetrated into 
Manchuria and might have en interost in such an allinnco ~ the reason 
for this beirg that the army wae on the borcers of the U.S.5.R. 


Did you have en idea that probably HACK would carry those ideas 
back to RIBERENTROP? 


Naturally, I thought so. Howevor, I could uot definitely givo any 
answers, unloss I Imew cxactly how GHQ felt. 


Continue with the story. 


Subdsoquont to this RISHENTROP said that ho wished to see ms end I 

met hin for the very first timo at HACK's home in Octobor of that 
year. At this meeting RIBPENTROP said thet thir wes simply his own 
idea and he 2id not know how Hitler or the Governmont felt about it, 
and he said further thet ho believed there would be some possidility 
of its boing rut into cffect. However, ho asked ne what the Japeucso 
nilitary would think about it, and I said that thore was no way of 
knowing, so that he acked mo to find out exactly how they would foel, 
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and ho aske@ mo t commvnicato with the Japenose military end find 
out how they would fool about it. I subsoquontly sent the telegram 
to GHQ about the matter. At this time RIBBENTROP stressed the fact 
that this was his own persoral idee snd for me not to fecl dad about 
nattors in case tho Gorman Government did not back him up ~ I said 
tho samo thing in regard to my owm Government. 


This is the second communication to Tokyo relative to this propo sal? 
Yos. 
Continue. 


(HACK was -t this recting and thore were jurt the three of us.) 
Following this ccommunicetion of rine to Japen I received the reply 
from GEQ thet there was no cverell opposition to tke proposal, but 
that they wished to look into metters more fully teforo they com 
mitted themselves, ané in this regerd they vruld rend Lt. Col. 
WAKAMATSU of the Gcrnan Division of GFQ., ‘This officer arrive’ in 
Berlin in carly Decenter 1935, I believe, although I am not too sure 
of dates. During this intorim I did not have any communication with 
RIBBENT2OP. 


Did you have any communication with your own Foroiga Office rolative 
to this communication? 


No. This was sinply e military mattor. Prior to Lt. Cel. WAXAMATSU's 
arriving in Berlin HACK cane to sce tc sovzral tines and I toid hin 
that he should wait witil the arrival of the abovemontioned officer. 
When ho came I took the Colonel to sce RIBHFNTROP and also General 
BLOMBERG and WAKAMATSU toll them that GHQ was in favor of a moro or 
less gonoral treaty, but that it was his duty, as this was still 
given only as RIBBENTROP's personnl icen, to fini out what the Gorman 
Govornment felt about it. Also WAKAMATSU steted that while the 
Japaneso Army favored it, to bring it into fruition the Govornnent 
would have to be consulted. 
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A. I wish to point ovt to you that tho Japanese military and naval 
attaches are not under the jurisdiction of the ambassador, but 
are directly responsible to the respective staff headquarters in 
Tokyo, As far as the embensy gocs, thoy are under the ambassador, 
but as far as thoir duties go they are responsible to their mili- 
tery superiors in Toxyo. 


Are thayauthorize4 by virturo of their ponition as military attacho 
to enter into negetieticns with the militery of another nation, 
looking towar4s = pict or a treaty or an intornational agreoment 
between the two nations? 


Yes, if it was a strictly military mattor they may discuse these 
matters without going through the ambassador... Before I go any 
further I would like to streso hero that thoy wero sounding out 
the opinion of the Japnnese army and not that of the Japanese 
governmant because if they had been that would have been the 
anbassador's duty. 


& * ° 


In it not also a fact that 1f Ribbentrop or any one else in 
Gormany could seli the military of Japan on this idea that the 
militery was then probably in a position whereby they could per- 
surdo the Foreign Office to go along with the idea? 


Yee, that io one point and quite true that the army had enough 
power to very probably sell the pact to the Japanese government. 
The second point ie the one I stressed before that Ribbentrop was 
not in an official capacity at the time, Particularly, in this 
point, he hné seen how the Jananose arny had taken possession of 
Manchurin ard, therefore, naturelly, concluded from that that the 
Japanese army would be in tho strongest position to push a treaty 
of this type ...I would say thet no trenty could possibly have been 
made on this if the army had not wished it, 
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